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JpE U/E/1THER-
Official forecast for to-day Indicates light

oiiowers; warkier.

A dual case of convalescence will be

reported from Florida just as soon as

the boss invalids agree on a plan of

campaign.
An examination of the car of Mr.

Carlisle's declination balloon discloses
the presence of a thoroughly equipped
parachute.
After somejvhat of a struggle, Mr.

Tom Reed seems to have succeeded in

adjusting a campaign button to the lips
of Mr. Chandler.

Senator Tillman is said to regard
himself as a Presidential possibility.
This is a piece of exclusive contempla-
>n which no one will care to begrudge

the gentleman from South Carolina.

Th McKinley managers are undoubt¬
edly weakening their cause by offering
inducements to Quay to come into their
camp. Such action is calculated to

deprive them of all the capital which
accrues frofti boss hunting.

Cleanliness may be next to godliness,
but there is certainly nothing godly in
the business system which compels the

poor street sweepers to work on Sun¬
day without getting the additional
compensation that they are entitled to,
and which they would certainly get if
they were working for a firm or cor¬

poration, and not for the wealthy city
of New York.

The open letter from Ambrose Bierce
. Lhe Washington Star, printed on this
page, explanatory of one of the pending
plans for adjusting the Pacific Rail¬
road indebtedness, is worth study. Mr.
Bierce's exposition of the plan by which
Mr. Huntington and his associates, or

their heirs, are to get the Central Pa¬
cific Road without even paying reason¬

able interest on the debt due the Gov¬
ernment fo^ ** is too explicit to need

irt«»>ar r»*ii whi^h in-
^ to the Government of

more than 5200,000,000, with correspond¬
ing profit to speculative individuals, de¬
serves microscopic investigation.
The committee of the Board of Trade

which opposed the passage by the State
Senate of the anti-coal combine bills,
already passed by the Lower House,
does not present sound arguments. It
declares that it is necessary for cor¬

porations to make agreements to (regu¬
late the output and the price of coal;
toat legislation to prevent either is det¬
rimental alike to capital and to labor;
that such legislation may be Used for
blackmail and political ends. Taken
seriatim, these arguments are retroac¬
tive. Thus, it is more necessary that
the State, which creates the corpora¬
tion, should not allow it to oppress the
people; legislation to prevent this is
not unjust to capital or labor; the
¦h'a-ekmail and political ends, if result¬
ant at aii, are less evils than combina¬
tions of capital which artificially in¬
crease the price of ccnal.one of the
God-given necessaries of life.

THE POLITICIANS IN ERROR.
Messrs. Piatt and Lauterbach have

been diligent in preparing the new ex¬

cise machine for the political work ex¬

pected of it. The "slate" bearing the
names of faithful servitors in this city
who, If given remunerative jobs in the
new department, will regulate the liq¬
uor traffic in the Interest of Mr. Piatt
has been prepared and dispatched to
Albany. As the Civil Service Commis¬
sion has complaisantly found rules and
precedents for leaving the selection of
special agents and the chief officials
of the Excise Bureau to Excise Com¬
missioner Lyman, practically without
interference in the name of civil service
reform, it is probable that the slate a?

prepared will be put in effect.
These politicians are curious creat¬
es. The mole is not blinder nor the
urro denser of understanding than
~

fTiough given opportunity time
in to discover their error, they
g to the oellef that multiplica-
ofllces <to distribute among their
nen is the surest way to retain
There is something almost ludi-
!n the thought of Lauterbach.
t and their intimates scheming

** ce the Raines law a source of
(.1 advantage to the Republican
jy distribution of the patronage
ted, at the very moment when

i were coming in from the munic-
>otions in the State showing Re¬
in losses due to popular antago-
:o Raines and his bill. These
ns were mostly in the smaller
of the State, and followed too

- y the first enforcement of the Jaw
ir as fully as will the November

.opular disapproval of the
\sible for it.

face of Mr. Piatt's
T POP

. - I

liquor dealers of New York, places for

perhaps eighty Republican henchmen,
and incidentally a good and paying
business for his son, he has sacrificed

Republican control of New Tcork State.
The most careful distribution of the

plunder afforded by the Raines law,
the most shrewdly constructed slate,
will scarcely avert this result.

It seems to be the opinion of a very
large proportion of the eminent editors
of the country that the election of a

President for a third term wouldn't be
a menace to our republican Institutions,
simply because it couldn't possibly hap¬
pen.

THE RAID ON THE BRIDGE.
A bill has been introduced into the

Legislature which might fitly be enti¬
tled "A bill to present to a handful of

capitalists the New York and Brook¬
lyn Bridge, built at the expense of the

people." The beneficiaries of the meas¬

ure are the corporations controlling the

two elevated roads in Brooklyn. The

advantage to these corporations of a

fifty-year lease of the Bridge tracks is
obvious. The benefit to the people is
not so clear. Provision is made for a

rental not less thati the average net

receipts of the Bridge cars for the last
three years, but no cognizance seems

to be taken of the fact that with the
improvements now approaching com¬

pletion at the termini receipts will be

greatly increased. Nor is any stipula¬
tion made that the people shall share
in the natural growth of revenue which
fifty years of the development of
Greater New York will naturally effect.
A Bridge trustee estimates the rental
which this bill authorizes at $300,000 a

year, and declares that with the com¬

pletion of the terminals now in con¬

struction $900,000 a year will be realized
from the present public control of the

Bridge. More than this, the bill throws
upon the taxpayers the burden of pay¬
ing the cost of extensions of the
Bridge railway at either end. Upon
the actual cost of construction the ben¬
eficiary corporations are to pay 5 per
cent interest, but there is suspicious
silence in the measure as to the ex¬

pense of condemning the necessary
right of way and damages to adjoining
property.
The New York and Brooklyn Bridge

is to-day probably the most valuable
piece of public property upon which
money-grabbing monopolists have ffxed
their covetous eyes. Only incessant
vigilance will save it from them. In
its capture there is profit for them,
and their efforts to accomplish it will
be pertinacious and untiring. If they
get the railroad, they will plan to grab
the roadway. If they make a breach
in Liic. puit>cio uw ncx'ciiijp r* - Eridge,
they will capture it all.
The Brooklyn trolleys carry more

people to and from their homes than
the elevated lines. Lease of the Bridge
tracks to the latter would make pos¬
sible serious discrimination against
the surface lines. In a dozen ways the
beneficiary corporations could discom¬
mode the Brooklynite who preferred
the trolley as a means of locomotion.
This is one only of the objections to
the project from the standpoint of the
citizen compelled to use the Bridge.
The objections of the taxpayers are

more numerous and more forceful.
It should be the study of the people

to see to it that Mr. Piatt's Legisla¬
ture does not make a present of the
Brooklyn Bridge to Mr. Piatt's friends.

An analysis of the Chicago election
returns would seem to indicate that
one set of rascals have simply changed
pulpits with another set of rascals.

THE NEW EAST SIDE PARK.
The most crowded spot on earth is

to have a breathing place. The Citi¬
zens' Committee appointed by Mayor
Strong to select the sites for the two
or more small parks provided for last
Winter by the Tenement House Com¬
mittee. has done its work wisely in
choosing the location between Hous¬
ton and Stanton streets on the north
and south, and Pitt and Sheriff streets
on the east and west.
When this park shall have become a

reality, two admirable purposes will
have been served. First a small park
will have at last been created in a sec¬
tion which the report of the Tenement
House Committee shows contains ^524,-
000 people (or nearly one-sixth of the
total population of New York City),
living on 711 acres. This section Is
(says the report) "750 feet distant from
either river, and 500 feet from any ex¬

isting, constructing or proposed park."
Thus a population larger than that of
either San Francisco or Cincinnati has
up to this time been deprived of the
advantages of any open spot in its
neighborhood . a deprivation which,
students say, must mean an unneces¬

sarily high death rate. This district
is, as a whole, the most densely crowd¬
ed in the world. Its average density
of population is 476.6 persons to the
acre; in one small part of it the dens'ty
rises to 986.11 persons to the acre.an
instance of crowding unprecedented.
The nearest approach in the world to
it is in Bombay, where in a still smaller
section the density is 759.66 persons to
the acre. Surely it will be well to pu
a patch of green grass, a few trees, a

glimpse of tie sky and an air space
large enough to permit the reeking at¬
mosphere of the tenements to move
and change, in tl:e midst of this amaz¬

ing huddle.

placement of one of J^e worst slums
in New York. New vjprk contains no

more deplorable gro^ of tenements
than that which cli%Joivs wretchedly
around Bone alley, jar is pleasing to
realize that thrfr day is almost done;
pleasing to the victims who live in
them; pleasing to the public which is
endangered by thsir influence; espe¬
cially pleasing to the police. For such
places as Bone alley breed sin as well
as disease.

I The latest discovered eccentricity of
the Raines law is that it seems to re¬

peal all local option prohibitions of the
sale of liquor in quantities exceeding
five gallons. Many rural communities
enjoying.or suffering.complete prohi¬
bition under the local option law will
now be opened to the wiles of the
wholesale dealer in liquor. This is as

unexpected a feature of the Raines
law as was its thoughtful repeal of a

law for the building of a large sewer.

Experts should be set to work on this
law at once. It may be that it repeals
the Constitution, the Bill of Rights and
the Ten Commandments. ?

PROFITABLE PHILANTHROPY.
The report made by the committee of

the State Board of Charities on "The
Ladies' Deborah Nursery and Child's
Protectory," of this city, discloses to
us new possibilities of personal profit
in the moral industries. The active
trustees of this institution, it appears
by the report, have a nice family ar¬

rangement organized mainly to get
$40,000 a year from the city. And the
people have paid it punctually under
the soft illusion that this family was

trying to save about 400 poor children
to the State. It was a capital idea to
put a woman on that investigating
committee, as it is a capital idea to
put a woman anywhere that the wel¬
fare of children is concerned. The re¬

port is somewhat discouraging to our

sentimentaliam, but it ought no excite
the admiration, of men of keen business
apprehensions.

It says that the affairs of the institu¬
tion are in the hands of three or four
persons who run it to suit themselves;
that the expenditures show large sums

paid for salaries and small sums paid
for the children; that carelessness and
ignorance are proclaimed in the condi¬
tion of the children and thrift in the
management of the property and the
contracts, and that the nursery exhib¬
its in its little ones a lack of the char¬

ity and philanthropy upon which the
institution is supposed to rest, and for
which it draws its revenues from the
State.
This is a staggering indictment, and

the only practical offset to it is the re¬

flection that "business is business,"
p"-cai "r. a oTiJJcTo jjiif&g.ry, "¦ that en¬

terprising families will not go into this
industry unless they can make it pay
them. People with, a clean industrial
and economic sense are not going to be
drawn into children's nurseries, if they
are expected to look out for the chil¬
dren first.

Senator Wolcott charges Secretary
Hoke Smith with barnstorming. Per¬
haps this accounts for the waterlogged
logic employed in those Georgia de¬
bates.

The Republicans of the Seventh Con-!
gressional District of Alabama have
evolved a new system for delegates to
St. Louis. They met at Gadsden, and
after the usual row and division be¬
tween the McKinleyites and the field,
there was a colored row and split, con¬
ducted by "Bill" Stevens, colored, who
led a negro faction which held a con¬
vention and selected two uninstructed]
colored delegates. Thus there will be
three sets, of delegates to the National'
Convention, namely, the McKinleyites,
the Reed-Allison-Quay-Morton con¬
testants and the open-to-persuasion
Stevensites. The advantages of this
plan are numerous; but its chief beauty.
f.o Southern delegates, is that it distrib¬
utes the chances, although it weakens
the prospect for individual profits.
The rapid and radical rise in the price

of wheat is not due to the crop reports
from the Middle States. At least it is
not due solely to them. It is true that!
the crop reports from Illinois, Indiana,
Ohio and other wheat-producing States
are not encouraging, but it is true, also,
that millions of bushels have changed
hands so rapidly, in this city and in
Chicago, as to indicate that speculation
is the direct cause of the nit advance
of 5V2 cents within one week. It is evi¬
dent that the great operators are at¬
tempting "to corner the market," be¬
cause of the partial failure of the crops
of Australia, the Argentine Republic
and other smaller early crops. The
whole of them, however, aggregating
about 65,000,000 bushels, if entirely lost,
would not seriously affect the world's!
food supply in face of the crop of this
country, which will be about 600,000,000
bushels.

Mayor Strong is now called upon to
vise the compromise School bill which
has passed the Assembly. The advo¬
cates of the outlived trustee system
have reserved their final sophistries for
him. The cleverest political school
teacher in the Fourth Ward has his
gun to fire; all the other school teach¬
ers who owe their appointments to ward
influences are nourishing their tartness
and piquancy 1*or the occasion.- These
are the last ripples that are to dance
over the surface of reform for the delec¬
tation of Mayor Strong. But the main
current 3ets one way; let him keep his
offir ial eye on that. The shallows mur¬

mur. School reform is glacial in its
aovement. There is no sort of chance
'or the skirt dancers who are in its
ay. "We therefore expect Mayor

Si oiur to brace himself in the t

AMUSEMENTS
TO-NIGHT

ACADEMY OP MUSIC Humanity
ABBEY'S The Little Duke
AMERICAN Tlio Law of the Land
BROADWAY Excelsior, Jr.
BIJOU The Widow Jones
CASINO The Lady Slavey
COLUMBUS The Span of Life-
DALY'S Madame
TONY PASTOR'S Continuous Vaudeville
TROCADERO Vaudeville

STAR The Last Stroke
SANFORD'S A Happy Little Home
STANDARD Chimmie Fadden
PALMER'S Mme. Sans Gene
PEOPLE'S A Lion's Heart
PROCTOR'S THEATRE,

Continuous Vaudeville
PROCTOR'S PLEASURE PALACE.

Varieties and Novelties
OLYMPIA THEATRE,

Strange Adventures of Miss Brown
OLYMPIA MUSIC HALL,

Marguerite and Variety
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN Circus
KEITH'S Continuous Vaudeville
KOSTER & BIAI/S.Chevalier and Variety
IRVING PI,ACE Georg Engels
ICE PALACE Skating
IMPERIAL MUSIC HALL Vaudeville
HARLEM OPERA HOUSE.

The Prisoner of Zenda
HOYT'S A Black Sheep
HERALD SQUARE.The Heart of Maryland
GARDEN His Absent Boy
GRAND OPERA HOUSE. .The Fatal Card
GARRICK The Squire of Dames
FOURTEENTH STREET Article 47
FIFTH AVENUE The House of Cards
EDEN MUSEE.. .Wax Works and Concerts
EMPIRE Bohemia
DORIS'S Continuous Vaudeville

"The Law of the Land."
The "new American melodrama in four

acts." entitled "The Law of the
Land," at the American Theatre, is a very
remarkable affair. Its main point of in¬
terest seems to lie in the fact that every
character appears to be somebody else's
mother. Nobody has any idea of his
origin, and fathers are at a premium. It
is a most curious condition of things. Even
the play itself is unvouched for. If it ever
had an author, which I am strongly in-
clined to doubt, his. her, or its name is
carefully kept off the programme. Of
course, this may be due to a praiseworthy
desire on the part of some ambitious play¬
wright to escape the vengeance and the
vegetables of an irritated audience. It is
my houest opinion, however, that "The
Law of the Land" never had an author. It
never knew a tender father's love, or the
chastening blue pencil of a paternal editor.-
Like Topsy, it grew, and great Heavens!
what a monstrosity it is!
The melodrama is called "A Dramatic

Story of the South, under the manage¬
ment of Walter Sanford," who asserts
with the saccharine veracity for which
metropolitan managers are famous, that it
is "presented with all new and elaborate
scenery painted by Louis C. Young, and
built by Frank Van Dorn." Mr. Sanford
is a clever person, but he can't deceive
yours truly. The scenery may have been
painted by Louis C. Young and built by
I' rank \ an Dorn, but it was never painted

built for the play at the American
1 heatre. On the other hand, the play at
the American Theatre was undoubtedly
built for the scenery, which I'll lay a

wager was some left over material belong¬
ing to an English play arid waiting to be
used.

i he "exterior of Huldah's cabin and the
stables on Remsen's plantation" were very
massive affairs of brick and granite. Hul-
dah s cabin was the lodge of some swell
mansion, and Remsen's plantation was the
estate of one of Sir Augustus Harris's
palatial melodramatic heroes. "When Miss
Ituth Masters po-i»+? to the imposing gran¬
ite and brick l>dge of Huldah, the colored
woman, and remarks, "My secret is con¬
tained within those wooden walls," she
lets the cat out of the bag. Mr. Sanford's
delicate little ruse is discovered instantly.
He is found out in his thrifty but un¬
wieldy effort to palm off a stock of English
scenery as the accessories of a "new
Apierican melodrama."
Mr. Sanford cannot, of course, be blamed

for his attempt to build up a play aroundl
valuable properties. Even Vincent Crum¬
mies was not above utilizing a serviceable
pump. My grievance is that Sanford
should have done the thing so clumsily.
Those lodge gates, that Kenllworth ivy,
land that thoroughly British red brick and
mortar should have adorned some English
story. There are lots of 'em to be had.
They can be purchased for the rate of six
for a quarter at any second-hand book
store. Mr. Sanford, determined to be
breezily American, goes to the trouble of
dishing up a set of incidents that suggest
'The White Slave," "Uncle Tom's Cabin,"
'The Octoroon," "Pudd'nhead Wilson" and
half a dozen other plays, unhappily mixed
together in a sort of hopeless and indigestl-

| ble ragout.
The English comedy characters iptro-

duced into this resurrection stew talk a

sort of Bowery coster dialect, and one of
them sings "Liza 'Awkins" with an Eighth
avenue Chevaller-isin. As they are feat¬
ures of life on the Bellefontaine planta¬
tions, the richest cotton fields "within a

hundred miles," their value in the picture
is a quantity that I was unable to discover.
They reek of Sir Gus 'Arris, and might be
extremely acceptable in one of his melo¬
dramas. In fact, I'm not at all sure that
they don't belong to "A Run of Luck." In
"a dramatic story of the South" they are
about as relevant as Chimmie Fadden
would be in the Dostoievsky story of
"Rodlon the Student" foisted upon us' by
Mr. Meltzer.
The story proper is an Intricate labvrinth

of mixed up fathers and mothers.* The
beautiful heroine believes that one-six-
tee#th of her blood is African, and that
she is the daughter of Huldah the octoroon,
who is made up with a coffee ice cream
complexion, and wears a Neapolitan head¬
dress. Of course, in reality pretty Blos¬
som's blood Is as red or as blue as that
of any well-appointed heroine, and you
know that the negro streak is simply there
Until the end of the fourth act. The hero,
Jeff Remsen, is as uncertain as to the
entity of his popper as Blossom is to that
of her mommer.
"Who can prove that I am white?" he

asks in a lordly manner. "I love vou,
Blossom, and to be yours I'll gladly be a
slave."
The real daughter of Huldah is an Eng¬

lish adventuress, a sort of Second Mrs.
j Tanqueray who, in the interests of this
"new American melodrama," appears as
the keeper of a swell gambling house in
New Orleans. She is the mistress of the
villain, Richard Payton, who. of course,
covets Blossom, and she is an exceedingly
reckless creature who longs to be a
wedded wife. All these people go through
an amazing number of Anglo-American
tribulations. The spirit of Sir Gus hovers
over them, and is kept in American con¬
trol by Mr. Sanford. In spite of it all,, how¬
ever, "The Law of the Land" is about as
stupid and as tedious an affair as Eighth
avenue has seen for many a dav. Like its
heroine, it has a taint iu its blood, but it
is the taint of imbecility, in the proportion
of fifteen-s'ixteenths.
W. H. Thompson squanders himself use¬

lessly In this play. Any $15 a week amateur
could display himself as advantageously.
Mr. Mainhall. as the hero, is a somewhat
picturesque figure, and Mr. Losee. as the
villain, is fairly effective. The inevitable
Hebrew moneylender is portrayed by
George Cnrtis, and the simpering Miss
Busby pla.vs the lady who believes that
one-sixteenth part of her blood is In mouru-
Ing. Miss Tjusby wears a pretty little $2.98
.reduced rom $1.50.gown, and is quite at
her ease. Miss Jeffreys-Lewis, Miss Annie
Barclay, Qrace Lyndon and Edward J.
Heron e /,u their salaries. They support
M*. Sa' ord's left-over scenery as well as
flu-* Tbqt- *

LITERARY SHOP-TALK.
I have already spoken of the Chicago

Literary Movement in a way that has
awakened a wail of remonstrance in Bos¬
ton and wrung from our composing room

the unusual and reluctant tribute of cap¬
itals. Now it is my privilege to call atten¬
tion to a recent product of the Chicago
literary looms which is interesting because
it shows a disposition on the part of the
Windy City to stray among the rugged
hills and green fields where the feet of
Miss Jewett. Miss Wilkins, Mrs. Wiggin
and many another New England writer
have trodden and left their marks on the
fiction of to-day.
"The Little Room and Other Stories" Is

from the press of Way & Williams, lusty
pioneers in the Literary Movement that
seems to me to be pregnant of so much
good. Indeed, Messrs. Way & Williams
and Messrs. Stone & Kimball may fairly
be likened to a composite Moses foreor¬
dained to lead the new Literary Movement
out of the land of Egypt and into the
Promised Land that shall flow with the
milk and honey of popular recognition and
approval. There's a fine sentence for you!

I will forestall my Boston critics by ad¬
mitting that the author of the book. Miss
Madeline Yale Wynne, is a daughter of
New England.you have only to read her
stories to realize that.but for that matter
the distinction of New England origin is
one that she shares with a large propor¬
tion of the brainy men and women of the
country. She belongs to Chicago now,
however, and has found a publisher in
that city, and so deserves to-be classed
with the other literary movers of the mid-
West.
The story which gives the title to Mrs.

W ynne s volume is as true a picture of
New England life and character as I have
ever read, and one, moreover, tfiat is il.
lumined by the imaginative quality to a

degree that is rather uncommon In storiei
of the Vermont hills. It has not the sad
note which marks Miss Wilkins's fiction
and which is as characteristic of the soil
as is the indigestion born of pie and crul¬
lers, nor has it the quality of spontaneous
humor that we find In such delightful pro¬
fusion in the work of Mrs. Wiggin. Its
chief value, I think, lies in its delineations
of character and, up to the last page, ih
its story, which is of well-sustained inter¬
est, although at the last moment It leaves
the reader in the dark as to the mystery of
the room that was sometimes a room and
sometimes a china closet.

It is a long while since I have come

across any characters in Americau fiction
that were drawn with as much regard to
the principles of art and veracity as the
two old aunts, Hannah and Maria, and the
hired man, Hiram, who had been bound out
to the family in boyhood, and thereafter
"went with the farm 'long o' the critters."
There are other short stories in Mrs.

W ynne's book, but none that pleases me
as much as "The Little Room."

A PROFITABLE PLAN.

At Least for the Railroads, but Rough on

the People.
The two Congressional committees on Pa¬

cific railroads, that of the Senate and that
of the House, recently appointed a joint
sub-committee to draft a bill for the set¬
tlement of the Indebtedness of the Union
Pacific and Central Pacific roads. This
bill has been printed and submitted fo'r ap¬
proval to the two lull committees, Due at
this date has not been reported to either
house. I hope to be able to show why it
shpuld not be reported, and, at the same

time, why it probably will be. As early as

Monday of last week I had the bill before
me. It deals with the two roads somewhat
differently, owing to the different way in
which their enormous debts are placed; but
the rate of interest and payments on the
^principal are the same. Let us consider
the case of the Central Pacific only, which
owes, deducting the amount in the sinking
fund held in the United States Treasury
and certain credits for service, the sum, in
round numbers of $60,000,000. On this
sum the company is to pay interest at the
rate of 2 per cent annually, In semi-annual
instalments. The principal is to be "paid"
as follows: On the first day of January of
each year (beginning in 1898) for a period
of ten years, it is to pay $300,000. For
the next period of ten years this annual
payment is to be $500,000, and thereafter
$750,000 until the debt is "extinguished".
which simple but tedious calculation shows
will require ninety years.
"There is everything," says the San Fran¬

cisco Examiner, "in the way a thing is put.
When we say that the Central Pacific is to
pay 2 per cent Interest for ninety years,
and to clear off the principal by instalments
beginning at $300,000 a year and Increasing
to $750,000, it seems as if there might be
something in the offer. But suppose we
say that it is to pay nothing but Interest,
at rates ranging from 1.25 to 2.98 per cent,
and that after ninety years of such pay¬
ments the debt is to be considered wiped
out, without any provision for the principal
at all, and the road is to become the unen-
cumbered property of the stockholders,
how does this proposition look then? Would
any Congressional committee venture to
offer it in that form, especially when the
Government was borrowing the money at
3% per cent interest, with an obligation to
pay the principal in full? And vet that Is
precisely the same thing. It is the identical
scheme, stated in another form."
To bring it to that form is merelv a mat¬

ter of bookkeeping. We have only to con¬
sider the principal as unaffected by the an¬
nual instalments and credit these to the in¬
terest account. That will make a varying
rate of interest, but that rate will never
reach the 3% per cent which the last two
Issues of United States bonds fix as the
rate paid by the Government in "carrying"
this same debt. As the Examiner says:
'In the first ten years the Central Pa¬

cific would pay the Government, for princi¬
pal and interest combined, about $0,250 000
jess than the Government would be paying
its own Creditors on the same amount of
debt for interest alone. In the next ten
years the deficiency would reach $5,050,000
In the next seventy years it would be
$08,100,000. In the whole ninety vears durlnc
which the Central Pacific would be "extin¬
guishing" its debt it would fall $69,4(H),000
snort or meeting the Government's interest
payments, at 3^ per cent. The Govern¬
ment Would lose the entire principal of the
debt in addition, making its total loss from
the Central Pacific $129,400,000, or more
than twice as much as the entire present
amount of the debt, principal and interest."
The facts are a little worse. According

to an estimate of the Secretarv of the
Treasury the debt of the Central Pacific
s not $00,000,000, but $60,925,699.99; so the
interest loss to the Government would be
not $69,400,000, but $71,337,085. Adding
that to the principal, we find that under
the provisions of this astonishing bill the
extinguishing sum will fall $132,263 385
short of the sum to be extinguished It is
perhaps not surprising that Mr. Hunting¬
ton and his associates should have fallen
under the grave suspicion of having close
relations to this funding measure
Bear in mind that this calculation does

not Include the debts of the lines east of
Ogden, which would bring the aggregate
loss up to something like $260,000,000, nor
does "It take any account of compounding

Ku,reSt' Is ""charitable to fear rhat
Che bill may find favor with the gentlemen
of the Union PaclJc also?

AMBROSE BIERCE.
Since the foregoing was written I have

learned that the joint sub-committee has
altered the aum.al payment on the prlncl-

the Pr ten years from $300,000 to
j3«o,000, and uat for the second ten vears
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A Veritable Feast
fof Sunday Readers.

At a well-known Broadway theatre an ac¬

tress whose mirth-provoking genius has
placed her in the front rank of her profes¬
sion is performing every night to delighted
audiences. And if yon ask any one of the
great crowd that emerges from the theatre
at the close of the play what the most en¬

joyable feature of the entertainment is, the
answer will be "The New Bully." That is
the song that Miss May Irwin sings so de¬
lightfully that all New York keeps time to
it. It will be published in Sunday's Jour¬
nal, both words and music, in a separate
supplement, full music fplio size, and that
will be the only authorized version of the
song that will be offered to the public. If
you sing or play or have an organ in your
parlor, just to give the place a tone, don't
miss this great chance to get a copy of the
most popular song of the day for three
cents.
That three cents will procure for you not

only May Irwin's song, but also a host of
other good things. For example, you will
find in one of the pages of the great three-
cent number of the Journal a description of
a dinner which is to be given before long
to some of the most notable people on the
face of the earth. The food and wine con¬

sumed that the banquet will cost $75,000, and
if we add to that the cost of the gold plate,
the precious stones and the superb decora¬
tions which will be employed, it will biing
the cost up to nearly !!!l,000,n00. Not since
the time when Marc Antony offered Cleo¬
patra a pearl cocktail has such an extrava¬
gant feast been prepared, and those who are

accustomed to a fifty-cent table d'hote din¬
ner will find a peculiar satisfaction in read¬
ing about this dinner and the guests who are

to partake of it.
One of the most, brilliant imaginative

writers in the world has written a story
about some American millionaires who con¬

struct a floating island (Several miles in ex¬

tent and fit it up with everything that the
heart of man can desire. This island is
moved about over the surface of the ocean

from the higher to the lower latitudes, so

that its owners may enjoy any climate that

they desire. It is a most interesting piec»
of fiction, the story of this floating island,
and the readers of the Sunday Journal will
absorb it, we are sure, with bated breath
and bulging eyes.
Here is something of far greater impor¬

tance to us than wealth, or health, or bi¬

cycles, or the Raines bill, or an Easter
bonnet, or anything else that occupies our

thoughts. What is the best thing that can

be gotten out of life? Some say wealth;
others health; others- contentment, and
others that peace of mind that comes only
from a clean conscience. But, after all,
these things are good only because the>
bring us happiness, and therefore the ques¬
tion, "What makes happiness?" is perhaps
the most important one that mankind has
to deal with. This intensely vital subject
is treated in next Sunday's Journal with
skill and philosophy.
Then comes the awful subject of unhappl-

ness. There is a woman in New York who
is probably the unhappifst member of her

sex in existence. The Jourhal describes her

and tells its readers why she is unhapp>.
We have all of us read a great many

stories about people who lead double lives.

But no story that has ever been printed on

this subject.unless it be Stevenson*
"Jekyll and Hyde" can equal in point of in¬

tense dramatic interest the tale of real life

that we shail lay before our r-euuiT3X<.
Sunday morning. That story is something
that no one can afford to miss.
Out in Ohio the theatre hat, which has

long been the favorite target for connc

writers and artists, has been made the sub¬

ject of legislation, and is now under the

ban of a special law. it will be remem¬

bered that a few years ago an attempt was

made to introduce into the Albany Legis¬
lature a bill to regulate the size of hoop-
skirts but it was laughed out of existence

by Mr. Timothy Dry Dollar Sullivan, who

moved that it be referred to the Committee
on Navigation. The Ohio statesmen are of
a more serious turn of mind, and a bill to

enable people In the back seats to see the

ballet without having to use X rays oil the

heads of those in front of them, seemed to

them to be an excellent thing, and so they
passed it. The Journal will tell its myri¬
ads of readers next Suuday how this re¬

markable bill works.
You are a bicycler, of course, if you are

up to date, and very often, perhaps, you
wish that you could ride every day to and
from your office in Wall street, and your
Harlem home, without running the risk of

being upset by cable cars, trucks or intox¬
icated pedestrians. The Journal will next

Sunday give plans for a track from llarlem
to the'Battery that will enable you to take
this pleasant trip every night and every

morning.
A great many American artiste are win-

ning fame in tho French capital, which is

the art centre of the world. Some of them
have had their pictures at the Salon, and
some of these works of art will be repro
duced In next Sunday's Journal, in order
that our readers may see for themselves
what their clever countrymen aud countiy-
women are doing abroad.

,,

Itemember that all these things that we

have promised await the fortunate pur¬
chaser of next Sunday's Jo"ro.a1'
not Imagine that because that notable is¬
sue will appear early on Sunday morning
it will be possible for you to buy a copy of
si mi that dav after 9 o clock. Order it
to-dav and you will probably get it, but
dou-t keep .your three cents idle in your
nocket until* Sunday; for, if you do, you
will find yourself, like many another sin¬
ner, "cotched out late and find no latch to
de golden gate."

Mr. Elg-ns Bxploln"-
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.A > vou have seen fit to make my

letter to the Herald, replying to Senator Ford's
attack on tte New York teachers, the subject
«f an editorial in your paper of to-day, I sup¬pose as an act of Justice, you will not refuse
me a few words In my own defence. Know then,
that I object, to being misquoted. I did not
sav that the objections made to the action of
the teachers were "blatant and unmanly,' but
thnt Mr Ford's personal attack on the teachers
was- I did not speak of "hurling reformers or
"tumping" legislators. You forget, Mr. hdltor,
that teaching Is a profession, and to eontpare
teachers with policemen is about as relevant as
to trace resemblance between editors and car

conductors. Teacher stand on an intellectual
basis and whenever threatened b\ what tliey
leel to be unwise legislation, 1Jh^v°^rtvllJirg < findeed If th"jy were denied the privilege oi
cMng Expression to their objections, with the
ron <u>n¦ therefor As an educator of many^experience'. and as a member of the dele¬
gation that appeared before the Senate com-Sttw nrweiittng a protest from more than
ft \n<l^teachers 1 am fairly competent to speak
nil the subject'oi school government, and I most
earnestly assert that, lu my judgment and in the
Judgment of thousands of intelligent men and
women, centralized power representedt.> tbe
Compromise bill, as opposed to 1localised power
under the trustee system, cannot a<-co>"\>llshresults claimed for It, Yh^..k ^hoofs involvevast numbers as the New >oik schools involve.
Teachers have the welfare Oi theschools at heart
to a much greater degree, e^en, tnan outsltlc
friends or politicians, and I fall to see why
their protest against what thtfr deem unwise,
and their efforts to so impress thos> o have
the deciding power, should be called ''"P""
dence" and "distasteful and unbecoming busi¬
ness." The "foolishness" attributed to me '"8-
gests some conflation. I believe that . V
the foolishness ot preaching" men who believ< d
were to be saved. If through the "foolishness
of my efforts the teachers of New York sha.
be ralse<l to a higher plane, and the system..'-Mo), thpv i«iw»p become.the peer of any

: I i s! * >¦«(.. .iwil sat-

; 1 as.

Founding °"' the School
of the Gfeen Shadow;

Half a score of the strongest men f.h«
Art Students' League .have announced their
intention of breaking away from thait in¬
stitution and opening a rival studio of
their own. The fact is encouraging. Art
makes its advances by means of sucth rebel¬
lions; but at the same time the announce-'
ment of the League eeceders calls to mind
the story of another little band that got
on the wrong side of the artistic barricades1
and founded the School of the Green
Shadow.
Any one who makes any pretence of go-1

ing in for art will scorn to be told that all
real artistic different 3 come down to th»<
question of the way you see things. In
American art the chasm between the con-'
servatives and the most advanced can bOj
narrowed down to a mere matter of seeing;
shadows. They are Inclined to see thein
brown on Twenty-third street, while on
Fifty-seventh street they see them decide
edly blue. The little rebellion under con-i
sideratlon occurred because some people)
preferred to see them green.
The School of the Green Shadow is still

in existence. It has its headquarters on
one of thje cross streets. Just off Slxtth ave^
nue, as far away as practicable from both
the Academy and the League. For, next
to 'insisting on the Inalienable right of see-j
ing everything through an emerald haze,1
contempt for the twO older institutions is
the strongest sentiment of the partisans of
this school.
It all came about in this wise:
Bather longer ago than the girls In the

life class care to remember, Film.that is
the endearing abbreviation he is known by
at the school.was the most promising man
in one of the older institutions. He could
draw as well as the professors then.some
thought better.do things with more of
"this is 'em, you know," his admirers
would explain, accompanying the explana¬
tion with a peculiar twist of the thumb
by way of illustrating the mysterious
"this."
He didn't spend all his time at the

classes, but used to drop in occasionally
for the "men's life." It was generally ad¬
mitted that he would get a professorship
when the first vacancy occurred. But lio
didn't.
The first vacancy.It carried with it the

charge of "men's life," too.was filled by
young fellow just back from Julian's.
It was evident that Film felt the blow.

He stopped coming to the "men's life,"
even. But the first time the new professor
was down to criticise, Flirn surprised
every one by strolling In just as though
he had never been away, and setting up his-
easel in one corner.
They ,had had a new model the day be¬

fore.a negro, magnificently developed.and
the fellows were beginning to rub the
shadows In thinly with bitumen or umber,
In the good orthodox way, when the new1
professor stepped into the room.
He started when he caught sight of thei

first study. Then he silently took up al
paint rag and wiped the canvas dowujclean from top to bottom.
"Now look at that figure," he said to

little Courtrai, whose offending sketch had
led to this energetic action. "Try to see
it the May It is. Don't you see how the
blue creeps In everywhere, and where it
isn't blue it's violet? I defy you to see
any brown there."
Little Orvurtrai bf"r«n meplHv t0 scr.",J

cobalt into his dirty sketch wherever ho,
saw the slightest pretext for It, and tha
rest of the fellows, who were far enougl^
away from the new professor to escape!
detection, did the best they could to re-j
move all traces of the offending colors from
their canvases.all except Film.
He pretended to be dissatisfied with hia

point of view, and shifted his easel around,
so that the master would reach him last.
Then he befean to paint, like a demon.
Film had always scorned any preparatoryoutline, and preferred to dash away with,

the brush from the first. As he was aj
rapid worker besides, he had his whole*
figure blocked in and the* principal masses
of light and shadow in pretty much their
proper relations before the master got
around to him.
But if the young man from Julian's was

surprised when he saw Little Courtrai s

study, he was speechless now. He started
back with a look that set all the class to

stretching their necks.
One by one the fellows left their easels

and clustered in a little group behind Flim
and the professor. Then the situation be¬
gan to dawn on them. Flim had painted
every touch of shadow on that ebony body
in green.pale gray green on the haif^
tints,^ombre zlnnober in the darker por¬
tions; with deepest emerald for the ac¬

cents. The effect) was like a piece of oxi¬
dized bronze.
"Wfiat the devil?".the professor finally

began when he found his voice.
<.[ see It. so," Film said quietly, and

without looking up went on to flip In an,

emerald accent to mark the bony structma
of the jaw. Then he stood up, and, laying
his palette down on the soap box he had
been sitting on, said slowly and del.ber-

"'¦.l' sald I never would do anything again
until I could make a date with It. '

thought It all out now. To begin with, It
stands to reason that if you want to get
at the real color of light you have to get
it on something white. What's the coloi
of snow or white sand under the bri^te.'light? Rose, as any one can see it lie

looks long enough. The complementary
color of rose Is green. So the shadows
have got to be green. If yon don't see

things that way, it's because your eye#
haven't been educated up to it jet.
That was a pretty long speech for Film,

and he paused and looked round triumph-

''JDhe new professor was gazing at him

rather quizzically. Then he began:
"Under certain conditions"..
-Art knows no conditions," Film broke

in loftily. It's doubtful If he knew himself
what lie meant, but whatever the professor

art alike out of the laud of the blue shadow
and the bondage of bitumen. , v wasThe School of the Green Shad

^founded on the spot. Foulfc. Theymously chosen leader of the i tll"9made such a noise about
^ b(,fore tbovgirls came in a r

^ abouti amj theeven
noW artistic creed tiled outdesciples of t

body, amid an uproar of
eat calls am' dert.WWs tor tl>i canon-

1Zn*Ua|llll*vas"Vavera! years ago. l>ut tile
«4.>hool of the Green Shadow is still flouiish-
hic in its peaceful side street- The new
movement hasn't amounted to so much as
was expected of it, though, for its chief
Illustrator and prophet broke dowh under
the double load of explaining Ins theory of
the green shadow ami meeting the rent of
the studio where the faithful gathered
around him. He Is In Florida now, and
K-casionally sends brief telegrams that are
osted on the studio walls, urglngthe dis-
iples to stick to thgr^oa as !twe£


